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.A Difcourfe between Jes‘? and EARNEST 
concerning the TIMES. 


To be continued Weekly: 


THURSDAY April g. 1718. 


HE Diherifion of the Czar of 
Mufcovy’s Eldeft Son, the 
Czarowitz, or Prince Royal, 
that has been notified in Form 
to alf the Courts of Earope, makes fuch a 
Noife, and has occafion’d (uch variows Specu- 
lations, that it may not be at all improper, 
to make it the Subject of our Converfation. 

Earneft. Why truly, the Atrention of all 
Europe feems to be drawn towards it ; and the 
folemn Manner that unfortunate Prince was 
obliged to make his Renunciation in; the Rea- 
fons in the CZ ARS Manifefte tor excluding 
him from the Throne, and the Difcourfe this 
fudden and unexpected’ Turn of Affairs in the 
Succeffion to that vaft Empire, are of weight 
fufficient, to juftify Us in fo doing. 

Feft. Prithee, what Religion does his Czar- 
ifh Majelty Profefs, and of-what Lady was the 
Czarowitz born? 

Earneft. That of the Greek Church; wherein 
many Errors abound, but wherein the Do- 
trine of Primogeniture is even yet maintain’d 
and Afferred, notwichftanding this Breach in 
upon the Laws of Inheritance. The Prince 


Ff. 





now fet afide was a Son by a Daughter of one 
of that ut Monarch’s Military Officers 
fome Years deceas'd, whofe Place in the Czar’s 
Nuptials Bed has been fince fill’d by a Swediflr 
Officers Lady taken in the Battle of Pultowa ; 
who from her Fidelity to her Royal Confort, 
and her Dexterity in extricating him out ofthe 
Toils he feem’d to be caught in, when er com- 
pafs'd by the Turks in ther Dominions, by her 
Bribes to the grand Vizier, and other Officers 
in the ‘Infidels Army, has born fich a Sway, 
ever fince, over him in Favour of Defcendents 
from her Body ; that there may be Room to 
fuppofe him from thence fomething more in- 
clinable to be prejudiced againft his Fir/-dorn, 
for the Offences faid by him to be commit ed 
in his AManifefto, than he would otherwife have 
been, as to the Charge of the Succeflion row 
before Us. 

Jet. A Member of the Greek church, you 
fay ? | fhould rather have taken him for a Cal~ 
vinift ; trom the Doctrine ot founding Dominion 
upon Grace, which feems to be aflerted by the 
young Prince’s ant ot it, in many Parts of the 
above-mention’d Declaration, But | wait for 
your 





your Thougls of a Subject fo nice and very 
inericate, as that of the Alteration of the Law 
of Inheritance by Primogcniture. 

Earneft. That King’s and their lawful Heirs 
by Right of Primegeniture, and not of Grace, 
will appear from human Authority. In Plazo’s 
Time, King’s were either Eleclive, v7 pro, 
according to the Law and Cuftom of particular 
Nations, as in Carthage, and as at this Day in 
Poland. Or they were, +2 ig Hereditary, 
according to Primogeniure, as in Lacedemon, and 
Macedonia; for the Lacedemomians and Maccdo- 
nians were not only for Kingly Government, 
bue alfo for the due and regular Succeilion of 
their Kingsinthe Right Line. Ding. Laert. Plato. 
J. 3. To the fame Purpofé, Elian informs us 
in his Hiftory /. 6, c. 13. That among the Gre- 
cians, their King reigned Succeflively according 
to Birth-Right, and particularly Gelon, in Sicily, 
the ‘Leuconian Kings in Bofphorus, and the Cyp/e- 
lie in Corinth. Though (ashe reports) the legal 
Succeffion of their Kings, by Primogeniture fel- 
dom went farther in a direct lineal Defcent, 
than ix}resorary unto the Third Generation ; 
by Reafon of frequent Infurrections and bloody 
Rebellions, in which might too often over- 
come Right, and turn’d the Stream of Regal 
Government out of its proper Channel, by 
forcing it to run (at Jeaft fora while)a by Way. 
Nicecles the Roman Emperor in Jfocrat, Orat, 3. 
Strenuoufly defends his own juft Title to the 
Crown by Virtue of his Birth-Right, when he 
aflures the World, that he came to the Crown 
not by any illegal and finifter Way, but Ho- 
neftly and Juftly ; to wit by Inheritance de- 
fcended from his Progenitors down to his Father, 
and from his Father immediately to bim{elf. 
As Human {0 alto Divine Authority Evidences 
and fér’s forth, that Kingsand their Lawful Heirs, 
by Right of Primzogeniture, ought fucceflively to 
reign appears from our Saviour's Anfwer unto 
Pontius Pilate. St. fobn, 18. 17. Pilate faid 
unto hin, art thou a King then? Jefus aniwer'd, 
Tho fayeft that I am a Kmg: To this End was I 
born, &c. In which Anfwer our blefied Saviour 
aflerts two great Truths. 1. That He bimfelf 
was truly and indeed a King as Pilate had faid, 
2. That He was King by Prim geniture and 
Birtb-Right; for, unto this End, vo wit, that 
he might be a King and might declare ro all 
the World the fame Truth, was be born. Thus 


the Holy Jefus rationally urges, and pleads his 
own Birth, asa fufficient Title to his Father’s 








Kingdom, in as much as his Father wasa King, 
and He was his Firft-born. Which Anfwer of 
Chriff, when Pilate rightly underftood, viz, 
that Fejas was indeed a Kimg, but not of this 
Wirld, and when he underftood alfo, that Fe- 
fus is being a King, was no more prejudicial 
to Cafar’s Crown and Dignity, than was that 
internal Empire, which the Stoick Philvfopbers 
attribute to every Wife Man, Now when Pilate 
cleariv underitood Jefis his Meaning, then 
he went immediately out of the Fudgment- Halt, 
unta the ‘few:, and profetled publickly to them, 
that be four.d in Fefus no Fault at all, 

Fe. Mott accurately and fully made out 
from the Tettimony of Divine Writ, given to 
Us for our inftruction fince the Appearance of 
our Saviour upon Earth ; How ftood the Right 
of Inheritance in the Firft Ages of the World, 
before the Doéttrines of Chritianity were re- 
veal’d tous? 

Earneft. ‘That all King’s and their /awful 
Heirs, whether good, or bad; beloved, or bated; 
ought fufficiently to reign, is fully proved by 
the Ancient and unalterable Law of Inberitance. 
Which Law was, and filll is grounded. 1. 
On Gods exprefs Command, and {fo it is a 
‘Fudicial Law of God. 2. On natural Reafon, 
and fo it becomes a pofitive Law of Nature, 
obliging all Nations, at all Times to the Ob- 
fervation of it. Which Law of Inheritance by 
Primogin'ture, we find recorded by Mofes in 
Deut. 21.¥. 15.16.17. and to run thus, Jf 
a Man have two Wives, one beloved, and another 
hated, and they have born bim Children, both the 
belowed and the hated. And if the Firft-born Sin 
be Heir that was hated, then it fhall be when be 
maketh bis Sons to Inberite that which he bath, 
that be may not make the Son of the telowed, Firjt- 
born, before the Son of the hated, which js indevd 
the Firft-born. But he fhall acknowledge the Son 
of the bated for the Firjt-born, by giving him a 
double Portion of all thut he bath. 

By this Law, it is undeniably evident, that 
the Fir/?- born fhou’d ever be the He:r of his Fa- 
ther, whether the Firf-bora were good or bad, 
beloved or hated. « And the Reafon which God 
gives for that Law is rhis, (cil. v.97. Becavfe the 
Firft born is the Be ginning of his Fathers Strength, 
and therefore, the Right of the Firft bern is bis, 
that is to fay, the Right of Inberitance is his: So 
that this Law of ‘nh ri:ance by Primogen:ture, is 
not only a pofitive, and jrdicial Law, mace by 
God, binding the People of the Fews, but i: is 
alfo 






































alfo a moral Law, founded on natural Reafon: 
And therefore is for ever obligatory, and at all 
times, binds all Nations to obterve and keep ir. 
For if among the Jews, the Firft- born was therefore 
to Inherit, becaufe Le was the Beginning of bis Fa- 
thers Strength. Then by the fame force of Rea- 
fon, all Fift-born Sons of all Men whatfoever, 
ought to /uherit their Father's Subftance, becaule 
they ere all the Beginning of their Father's Strength. 
Anc therefore, the Right of Inheritance is thers. 
From which Conceflions we thus argue, to wir, 
thar if Succeffion ard Inheritance be eftablifh’d 
upon the Fir dorn ir private Families, becaufe 
of his Primogeniture. Then by the fame Law, 
the Inheritance and the Right of Sueceffion unto 
the Cran, is for ever fettled on the Firft born 
of Kings. For the Lirft-buw of King’s are the 
Beginn-ng ot thew Koyal Father's Strength ; and 
therefore the Right of the #7ft-born, that is to 
fay, the Right of Inberitance and of Succeffion to 
their Father’s’Throne, is theirs. 

Now from this Moral Law of Inheritance by 
Primogeniture, it came to pa(3, that not only 
the Fews, but alfo all civilized Natipns, among 
the Heathens, did preter their Firft-born Sons to 
be their Heirs, and particularly the Fir/?- born 
Sons of their King’s to fucceed to, and inherit 
their Father’s Crown and Dignities ; for com- 
mon and Natural Reafon dictated that to be 
the Fir/f- borns Right: And itis to be noted, that 
altho’ God did ufe his own Prerogative, and 
Mid among the ‘fews, fet up and pull down 
King’s at his Pleafiire ; yet this is to be obferved, 
that after the Divine Being had once fétrled the 
Succeffion of the Crown of J/rael, in King Da- 
vids Family, and particularly on King Sch- 
mons \lue by Primogenture ; that then it was 
High-Treafon far any, to put by the lawful 
Har and Succeflor, alihough the faid Heir 
was an Idolarer, and never {o bad, as to either 
Faith or Mann-rs. 

Nor may we forget the Chronologers Obfer- 
vation (dilen, Script, Chronol, p. 154.) {Cil, 
that all who reigned in Fudah alter King Selo- 
mon, they all were the Right Heirs to the 
Crown, except only Queen sithaliab, wro was 


of the House of Omri, and of the Tribe of J/a- 
cs 


char ; She only by Fraud and Violence, itepped 
vp into the Throne that did not belong to her, 
and fhe pay d dear tor it » for the Divine Ven- 
geance loca over took her, and rendred ¢. her 


the jut Reward of her Tieafon, which was 


Deach, lor 2 cdrom. 23. i5. ‘They laid hold 


on her, an@ flew her, and fet yp Foafh (the 

Right Heir) and then all che People rejoyced, 

and the City was quiet (v. 21,Jatter that they 

had. flain Athaliah, with the Sword, and had 

reftored Foafh, the Right Heir by Primogeniture, 

unto the Crown. And although for the Sins 

of Sclomon, Almighty God did rend away from 

the Houfe and Lineage of King Solomon, Ten 
Tribes and erected a Diftin& King over thofe faid 
Ten Tribes, to thew 1. His own Juftice agdinft 
impenitent Sinners, 2. To exere his own Pre- 
rogative, and to let the World know, that 
it is in his Power alone to fer: #p’Kings. Yet 
God, did not difinherit for ever thé Right Heir 
of King Selomen: For altho’ he out of his 
allwife Providence did fet up a New Kingdom, 
and a New Succeffion in I/rael, tor the Reafons 
alveady recited; yet, it was only for a certain 
Term of Years; and by limiting the Succeffion in 
Ifrasl, to a certain Term of Years, God did 
clearly~hint to all Men, this-Truth,-to Wit ; 
that notwithftanding the Inter-Regnums of ‘fe- 
reboam, and of all the other Kings of I/rae/ ; 
that however, {till the Rights of Inheritance, and 
of Succeffios to the Imperial Crown over all 
Ifracl, as well as over all Fudab, ftill belonged 
to the Line and Houfe of Sclomon, And it fo 
happend that atter God had fufficiently punith’d 
the Houfe of Sol.mon, for their Rebellions a- 
gainit his adoreable Majefty. That then, ac- 
cording to his own Law of Inheritance, he re- 
flored the whole Kingdom back again to the 
Right Heir of the Line and Houfe of King So/o- 
mon. For ‘fefias, the Right Heir of King Solo- 
mon by Primegeniture, reigned over all I/rael, as 
well as all Judah. 

To this may be added that the Propofiticn 
above-mention’d, wiz ~All lawful Kings and 
their lawful Heirs ought by Right of Priogeni- 
ture to reign and govern Succetlively, ” may 
alo be proved by Reason, and the common 
Seniiments of Religicn. Becaufe to preclude 
a Jawful Heir from the Crown, tor want of 
Grace, and tor Fear of fatere Evils, woich may 
happen in his Reign and Government, is truly 
1. Malicious viz. to tuppote a Fau't in the Right 
Har, before there is one; and to act upon 
fuch a fuppofal, Savour’s of ths Heig: ¢ of A4a- 
Ine, and Def genwity: In Truth fo tu do, in our 
Apprehenfion, ts no better than :o Mang a Man 
Fir?, and then to tr) "in: t.tterwards 2. Se 
to do, is to truft more we Men's Poalscy, than 
God's Wifdom, More to Adams Care, than to 

Gou's 


God's Providence, for the Prevention of future 
Evils... The Holy. Scriptures affure us, that 
the Heart of the King (and of the King’s Son) 
is im the Hand of the Lord, and as the Rivers of 
Water, be turneth it whitherfoever be will; but 
this Fanatick DoGtrine of excluding Right Heirs 
from Crowns for Want of Grace, and for Fear 
of farure Evils, that may poilibly be done by 
him. {peaks the Contrary. For this Do“rine 
avouches for a Truth, that the Heart of the 
King, and of his Heir, ss nor in the Hand o 
the Lord: ‘Ox if it be, God will not, turn it fo, 
as to do any Geod to the People. 

To conclude our Difcourfe, for this Time, 
on a Subject, in the Handling whereof I would 
be no way’s miftaken, to have any finifter 


Views, in Relation to any other Occurrence 
than what lies now before Us, St. Auguftine 
who is in. great Credit with Men of Judgment, 
for Salidity of Reafon and Argument, glancing 
on this Queftion, {cil. Wherber Dominion only be 
founded in Grace? Says, that in Heaven it is fo, 
for no Man can Inherit a Térone of Glory, but 
only he that is truly gracious and holy. But 
oa Earth it isnot fo. For, Regnum Terrenum 
& piis & impiis, ficut ei placet, cui nibil injufte 
placet. An Earthly. Kingdom is to be inheri- 
ted by good and wicked Princes, as it is plea- 
fing to God, to whom nothing unjuftly done 
is pleafing. But more of this Doétrine , 
which the Czerowitz Ditherifion feem’s to be 
founded on, at our next Meeting. 
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